COLD WEATHER TIPS

e Protect Plumbing.

0 To prevent freezing, allow faucets to drip to maintain adequate water flow when
faucets are connected to pipes that run through an unheated space.

0 Keep sink cabinet doors open to allow heat to reach exposed piping.

0 Check the attics and crawl space to ensure water pipes, including fire sprinkler
pipes, are insulated. Pipes near crawl space vent or attic vent openings are the most
vulnerable.

0 Remove hoses and cover exposed exterior faucets.

0 When pipes freeze, water only trickles out or won’t come out at all when a faucet is
turned on. Turn off the water at the main shut-off valve immediately to prevent
water pipe bursting, a major source of flooding.

e Plug the drafts and optimize heating.
0 The exterior of the house is the first line of defense against drafts.
= Caulk, seal, foam, and weather-strip around all seams, cracks and openings.
0 Change furnace filers frequently.
* (logged filers reduce airflow through the heating/cooling system, forcing the
unit to work less efficiently.
e After a snowfall, use snow “pushers” (shovels) to clear away snow on driveways and
walkways. A large chisel garden tool is great for getting under tough layers of ice.
e Meltice by using a hand-held or push spreader to evenly distribute rock salt, calcium
chloride pellets or sand.

0 Rockssaltis the most common and probably the most cost effective.

= Keep in mind, salt is harmful to concrete surfaces, plants, flowers, and shrubs
and corrosive to metals, except stainless steel.

» Temperature greatly affects how well it melts. The colder it s, the less it
melts.

0 Calcium chloride pellets are more costly than rock salt, have a minor effect on
plants, and will melt ice at temperatures as low as minus 20 degrees Fahrenheit.

0 Sand gives some improvement in traction, but can get tracked into the interior of
your home if applied to sidewalks. Just make sure to wipe your feet before coming
inside.

e After snow or extreme cold, check to ensure no physical damage has occurred around the
house.

0 Always wear proper safety equipment such as heavy boots, gloves, safety chaps, and
safety goggles when clearing fallen tree limbs and other debris.

0 Stay away from downed or dangling power lines.

e Ensure your chainsaw is equipped with an anti-kickback chain that is well sharpened.
Loose or dangling clothing that could become caught in moving parts should not be worn.

e Use portable generators outdoors in a well ventilated area. Carbon monoxide produced by
the engine can be deadly, so use a carbon monoxide detector to protect family members.

e Take special precautions when operating fuel-burning unvented space heaters.

0 Consider potential effects of indoor air pollution if you use an unvented kerosene or
gas space heater.

0 Follow the manufacturer’s directions, especially instructions on the proper fuel and
keeping the heater properly adjusted.



TIPS FOR THE PETS

Keep your cat inside.
0 Outdoors, felines can freeze, become lost or be stolen, injured or killed.
0 Cats who are allowed to stray are exposed to infectious diseases, including rabies,
from other cats, dogs, and wildlife.
During the winter, outdoor cats sometimes sleep under the hoods of cars.
0 When the motor is started, the cat can be injured or killed by the fan belt.
0 Ifthere are outdoor cats in your area, bang loudly on the car hood before starting
the engine to give the cat a chance to escape.
Never let your dog off the leash on snow or ice, especially during a snowstorm.
0 Dogs can lose their scent and easily become lost.
O More dogs are lost during the winter than during any other season, so make sure
yours always wear their ID tags and pet licenses.
Thoroughly wipe off your dog’s legs and stomach when it comes in our of the sleet, snow or
ice, as it can ingest salt, antifreeze, or other potentially dangerous chemicals while licking
its paws. Paw pads may also bleed from snow or encrusted ice.
Never shave your dog down to the skin in winter, as a longer coat will provide more
warmth.
0 When you bathe your dog in the colder months, be sure to completely dry him
before taking him out for a walk.
0 Own a short-haired breed?
= Consider getting him a coat or sweater with a high collar or turtle neck with
coverage from the base of the tail to the belly.
* For many dogs, this is regulation winter wear.
Never leave your dog or cat alone in the car during cold weather.
O A car can act as a refrigerator in the winter, holding in the cold and causing the
animal to freeze to death.
Puppies do not tolerate the cold as well as adult dogs and may be difficult to housebreak
during the winter.
o0 Ifyour puppy appears to be sensitive to the weather, you may opt to paper train him
inside.
0 Ifyour dog is sensitive to the cold due to age, illness, or breed type, take him
outdoors only to relieve himself.
Does your dog spend a lot of time engaged in outdoor activities? Increase his supply of
food, particularly protein, to keep him and his fur in tip-top shape.
Like coolant, antifreeze is a lethal poison for dogs and cats.
0 Be sure to thoroughly clean up any spills from your vehicle.
0 Consider using products that contain propylene glycol rather than ethylene glycol.
0 Visit the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center for more information.
Make sure your companion animal has a warm place to sleep, off the floor and away from
all drafts. A cozy dog or cat bed with a warm blanket or pillow is perfect.



